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SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL
RUNNYMEDE BOROUGH COUNCIL

JOINT COMMITTEE (RUNNYMEDE)

DATE: 18 MARCH 2019

LEAD 
OFFICER:

ANDREW MILNE – AREA HIGHWAYS MANAGER (NW)

SUBJECT: VEHICLE SPEEDS AND ROAD SAFETY IN SCOTLAND BRIDGE 
ROAD – PETITION RESPONSE

DIVISION: CHERTSEY

SUMMARY OF ISSUE:

The Joint Committee has received a petition signed by 29 residents asking the 
county council to “install speed bumps and one speed camera on Scotland Bridge 
Road”.

The petition states that these measures are being requested in response to the 
following concerns:

“1. Excess speeds, especially during rush hours and late at night, creating 
dangerous conditions and very high volumes of noise 2. Excess heavy goods 
vehicles, also travelling at speed creating high volumes of noise and causing 
houses on Scotland Bridge Road to shudder 3. Poor sight lines, creating difficult 
and dangerous conditions due to speed of traffic when pulling in and out of 
resident drive ways, and turning in and out of resident roads 4. Dangerous 
conditions due to over-speeding vehicles especially around nursery and 
secondary school down the road”.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Joint Committee (Runnymede) is asked to note that:

(i) Scotland Bridge Road is an existing site on the Runnymede Speed 
Management Plan but is not currently being prioritised for speed 
enforcement or other measures based on its recent safety record and 
the results of previous speed surveys.

(ii) A further speed survey will be undertaken so the location can be 
reassessed on the basis of the latest possible information about vehicle 
speeds.

(iii) Residents are encouraged to consider forming a Community Speed 
Watch group.
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REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The County Council receives many complaints about speeding traffic but there are 
only limited resources available to be able to respond to these.  A process has 
therefore been established in partnership with Surrey Police for investigating 
concerns raised by residents and prioritising sites for action.

An assessment of previous speed survey results and collision rates for Scotland 
Bridge Road indicates that there are a significant number of other roads in the 
Borough that have both a lower level of compliance with the speed limit and a 
poorer safety record.  As such, Scotland Bridge Road is not currently being 
targeted for speed enforcement or other measures since other sites with more 
severe problems are being prioritised.

The latest available speed survey data for Scotland Bridge Road was recorded in 
February 2016.  A further survey will therefore be carried out to obtain updated 
information about vehicle speeds. The location will then be reassessed relative to 
other sites on the Runnymede Speed Management Plan to determine whether it 
should be targeted for mobile speed enforcement by Surrey Police.  
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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND:

1.1 Scotland Bridge Road is a C-class (C130) that forms part of a route linking 
New Haw and West Byfleet. It has a junction with the B385 Woodham Lane 
at its northern end and a signalised single lane bridge over the Basingstoke 
Canal near its southern end.  The borough boundary with Woking is a short 
distance south of the canal bridge and the road becomes Camphill Road at 
this point. A location plan is attached below as figure 1. 

1.2 Camphill Industrial Estate is located a short distance south of the canal 
bridge.  Scotland Bridge Road is one of the routes large vehicles use to 
access the industrial estate avoiding the low railway bridge on Camphill 
Road.  

1.3 Scotland Bridge Road has a 30mph speed limit and is fronted on both sides by 
residential properties. The road is relatively wide.  However, high levels of 
parking on both side of the road restrict the available carriageway width and 
help restrain vehicle speeds.  There are a number of residential side roads that 
have junctions with Scotland Bridge Road including Selsdon Road.

1.4 Fullbrook secondary school is situated in Selsdon Road.  A significant number 
of children therefore walk along, and cross, Scotland Bridge Road on their way 
to and from school.  In addition, there is a nursery for young children located 
in Scotland Bridge Road.

2. ANALYSIS:

Road Safety Record

2.1 Personal injury collision records have been examined for Scotland Bridge 
Road for the 3 year period between 1 December 2015 and 30 November 2018 
(latest available data).

Figure 1 – Location Plan
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2.2 Over this period there have been 3 personal injury collisions.  One of the 
collisions resulted in serious injuries being sustained whilst the remainder of 
the collisions resulted in slight injuries.

2.3 One of the collisions involved a cyclist on the footway hitting a vehicle waiting 
across the footway as it exited a private driveway.  

2.4 Exceeding the speed limit was recorded by the Police as a possible 
contributory factor in one of the collisions.

2.5 Scotland Bridge Road is ranked 38 out of 88 sites on the Runnymede Speed 
Management plan based on the number of personal injury collisions per 
kilometre (where the site ranked 1 has the poorest safety record).

Vehicle Speeds

2.6 Surrey Police have previously undertaken 2 speed surveys in Scotland Bridge 
Road.  A summary of the results of the surveys is shown in table 1 below:

Date of survey Average vehicle speed

23 - 30 July 2013 28mph

23 February – 1 March 2016 28mph

Table 1 – Speed Survey Data

2.7 The results of the surveys were consistent with both recording an average 
speed of 28mph.  This indicates a relatively good level of compliance with the 
30mph speed. 

2.8 A more detailed examination of the survey data indicates that the average 
vehicle speed over the peak periods in the morning and afternoon is generally 
lower than the overall 24 hour average (and this is often the case due to the 
higher vehicle flows at these times).  

2.9 During the late evening and early hours of the morning the average speeds 
are typically higher than the overall 24 hour average.  This would be expected 
since traffic flows are much lower at these times so there is the opportunity for 
a small number of inconsiderate drivers to travel at higher speeds.  However, 
this is the same for most roads and it would not be appropriate to design 
highways on the basis of a relatively small number of antisocial drivers. 

Noise and Vibration

2.11 Properties located close to roads will experience some level of traffic noise and 
there is also the potential for vibrations.

2.12 The level of noise and vibrations experienced in properties due to traffic 
depends on many factors including the condition of the road, vehicle weight 
and suspension system, vehicle speed, soil type, distance of property from the 
road and the type of building.
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2.13 It should be noted that complaints about increased levels of noise and vibration 
are often received following the introduction of traffic calming measures such 
as speed cushions or speed tables (especially where roads are used by large 
vehicles).  As such, installing these type of measures in Scotland Bridge Road 
(as requested in the petition) is likely to increase the severity of any problems 
with noise and vibration already experienced by residents.

3. OPTIONS:

3.1 Residents have suggested a number of measures should be introduced to 
help reduce vehicle speeds and improve road safety. These are examined 
below together with other alternative measures that could also be considered.

20mph Speed Limit

3.2 SCC’s Setting Local Speed Limits policy includes specific guidance relating 
to the introduction of 20mph speed limits.  There are two different types of 
20mph schemes, a 20mph speed limit and a 20mph zone.  A 20mph speed 
limit is a scheme that relies on signing alone. A 20mph zone is a 20mph area 
where a combination of traffic calming and signage is used to enforce the 
speed limit.
 

3.3 Research into signed-only 20 mph speed limits shows that they generally 
lead to only small reductions in traffic speeds. Signed-only 20 mph speed 
limits are therefore most appropriate for areas where vehicle speeds are 
already low. As such, the county council’s policy is to only introduce signed-
only 20mph speed limits where average speeds are 24mph or below.  Where 
the existing average speed is above 24 mph then a 20 mph scheme with 
traffic calming measures will be required.  

3.4 The average speed in Scotland Bridge Road is significantly greater than 
24mph and therefore it would be necessary to introduce traffic calming 
measures to enable a 20mph speed limit to be introduced (see further 
comments below about traffic calming measures).

Traffic calming measures 

3.6 Traffic calming measures such as speed tables, speed cushions, chicanes, 
pinch points etc are not universally popular and their introduction involves a 
lengthy process and substantial costs (public consultation, design work and 
legal procedures all have to be completed before traffic calming can be 
installed).  As a result, a very small number of new schemes are introduced 
and only generally at locations which have both a poor safety record and low 
levels of compliance with the speed limit.  

3.7 The county council currently has no proposals to introduce traffic calming 
measures in Scotland Bridge Road.  Furthermore, it would be difficult to justify 
such a proposal as a priority given there are so many other roads with a much 
poorer safety record and lower levels of compliance with the speed limit.

Vehicle Activated Signs

3.7 Vehicle activated signs have been installed at a number of locations in the 
Borough to try and encourage lower vehicles speeds.  However, it is important 
that they are used sparingly since overuse could potentially undermine their 
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effectiveness.  As such, they are targeted at sites that have a poor level of 
compliance with the speed limit where they will potentially have the greatest 
benefit.

The speed survey results detailed previously in this report show a relatively 
good level of compliance with the speed limit.  As a result, there are currently 
no proposals to introduce vehicle activated signs in Scotland Bridge Road.

Mobile speed enforcement

3.8 Surrey County Council and Surrey Police have a partnership called Drive 
SMART which aims to tackle concerns over speeding and anti-social driving.  
As part of this initiative local speed management plans have been developed 
for each District and Borough to identify the sites with speeding problems.  
When residents raise concerns about vehicle speeds at a particular location a 
speed survey is undertaken to determine the level of speeding taking place.  
Depending on the results of the survey, the road will then be added to the 
Runnymede Speed Management Plan and, in conjunction with Surrey Police, 
alternative appropriate options to reduce vehicle speeds are considered (which 
could be enforcement, education or engineering measures).

3.9 In response to concerns previously raised about vehicle speeds, Scotland 
Bridge Road is one of the sites included on the Runnymede Speed 
Management Plan.  However, based on the results of previous speed surveys 
(see table 1 above) it is not a site currently being prioritised for Police 
enforcement (using mobile speed camera equipment) since the limited 
resources available are being targeted at other sites assessed as having a 
more severe problem with excessive speed.

3.10 However, specialist road safety officers from Surrey County Council and 
Surrey Police meet regularly to reassess the priority of sites on the speed 
management plan.  

3.11 Given the last speed survey undertaken in Scotland Bridge is now over 3 years 
old, a new survey will be undertaken so the site can be reassessed on the 
basis of the latest possible speed data.  However, given the consistency in the 
previous survey results, it is unlikely that significantly different speeds will be 
recorded by the new survey (especially since there have been no significant 
changes in character of the road since 2016).  

Permanent Speed Enforcement Camera

3.12 The current guidance on the use of permanent speed cameras includes criteria 
about specific levels of personal injury collisions occurring. The installation of 
speed cameras would only be considered at locations where these criteria are 
met and speeds have been measured and found to be excessive. 

3.13 Scotland Bridge Road does not meet the collision criteria and speed survey 
data indicates a relatively good level of compliance with the speed limit.  As 
such, the Surrey Safety Camera Partnership would not consider installing a 
permanent speed camera at the location.

Community Speed Watch
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3.14 Community Speed Watch is an initiative that enables volunteers to work within 
their community to raise awareness of the dangers of speeding and to help 
control the problem locally.  The leaflet attached at Annex 1 provides more 
details about the initiative.  

3.15 Given their concerns about vehicle speeds, residents may wish to consider 
forming a Community Speed Watch.  Surrey Police would provide all required 
training as well as ongoing support.

4. CONSULTATIONS:

4.1 Surrey Police and Surrey Safety Camera Partnership have been consulted in 
the preparation of this report.

5. FINANCIAL AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS:

5.1 There are no financial implications for Joint Committee budgets resulting from 
the recommendations of this report.

6. EQUALITIES AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS:

6.1 The Highway Service is mindful of its needs within this area and attempts to 
treat all users of the public highway with equality and understanding.

7. LOCALISM:

7.1 This report responds to a petition from residents about an issue of local 
concern.

8. OTHER IMPLICATIONS:

Area assessed: Direct Implications:
Crime and Disorder No significant implications arising 

from this report
Sustainability (including Climate 
Change and Carbon Emissions)

No significant implications arising 
from this report

Corporate Parenting/Looked After 
Children

No significant implications arising 
from this report

Safeguarding responsibilities for 
vulnerable children and adults  

No significant implications arising 
from this report

Public Health No significant implications arising 
from this report

9. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

9.1 Speed surveys undertaken in 2013 and 2016 in Scotland Bridge Road both 
recorded an average speed of 28mph.  This indicates a good level of 
compliance with the 30mph limit relative to many other roads in the Borough.

9.2 There have been 3 personal injury collisions in Scotland Bridge Road in the 3 
year period from 1 December 2015 to 30 November 2018 (latest available 
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data).  This is a much better safety record than a significant number of other 
sites on the Runnymede Speed Management Plan.

9.3 The county council has no proposals to introduce either a permanent speed 
camera or traffic calming measures in Scotland Bridge Road.

9.4 Scotland Bridge Road is included on the Runnymede Speed Management 
Plan but is not a site that is currently prioritised for mobile speed enforcement 
by Surrey Police.

9.5 A new speed survey will be undertaken in Scotland Bridge Road and it will 
reassessed relative to other sites on the Runnymede Speed Management 
Plan to determine whether it should be targeted for mobile speed 
enforcement.

9.6 Residents are encouraged to consider forming a Community Speed Watch 
group.

10. WHAT HAPPENS NEXT:

10.1 A new speed survey will be undertaken in Scotland Bridge Road (within the 
next 6-8 weeks) and the location will be reassessed relative to other sites on 
the Runnymede Speed Management Plan to determine whether it should be 
targeted for mobile speed enforcement.  

10.2 Surrey Police will provide training and support if residents wish to proceed 
with forming a Community Speed Watch Group.

Contact Officer:

Jason Gosden – 0300 200 1003

Consulted:

Surrey Police and Surrey Safety Camera Partnership

Annexes:

Annex 1 – Community Speed Watch Leaflet

None

Sources/background papers:
None
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